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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 and 4 are objected to because of tine following informalities: 

2. Claim 1 : "rear plate that form" should be replaced with "rear plate that forms". 

3. Claim 4: "having a first" and "having a second" should be replaced with "has a 
first" and "has a second" respectively. 

4. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

6. Claims 1-9, 11, 13-18, 20, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by WO2004/025013 herein referred to as '013. 

7. For Claim 1, '013 teaches a carrying handle assembly (Fig. 5: 210, 220) of a 
drum type washing machine comprising: a coupling bracket (210, 220) including a first 
coupling portion (220) coupled to a top plate (50) that forms an upper surface of a 
machine body, and a second coupling portion (210) Integrally extending downward from 
a lower end of the first coupling portion to be coupled to a rear plate (40) that forms a 
rear surface of the body; and a rear-side handle (212, 222) provided at the coupling 
bracket for convenient carrying of the body. 
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8. For Claim 2, '01 3 teaclies the assembly as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the rear- 
side handle (212, 222) is integrally formed with the coupling bracket (wherein 212 is 
integrally formed with the portion 210 of the coupling bracket and 222 is integrally 
formed with the portion 220 of the coupling bracket). 

9. For Claim 3, '01 3 teaches the assembly as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the rear- 
side handle (212, 222) is provided at a lower end of the coupling bracket (210, 220, 
wherein the portion 222 is at the lower end of portion 220). 

1 0. For Claim 4, '01 3 teaches the assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein the first 
coupling portion (221 ) has a first through-hole (221a) formed at a flat plane portion 
thereof; and the second coupling portion (21 1) has a second through-hole (21 la, not 
labeled, Page 11, Line 22) formed at a flat plane portion thereof. 

11. For Claim 5, '01 3 teaches the assembly as set forth in claim 1 , further comprising 
positioners (223, 216) provided at a front surface of the coupling bracket to determine a 
coupling position of the coupling bracket. 

1 2. For Claim 6, '01 3 teaches the assembly as set forth in claim 5, wherein the 
positioners include: one or more positioning protrusions (223) provided at the front 
surface of the coupling bracket corresponding to the rear surface of the top plate; and a 
gap insertion protrusion (222a) provided at the front surface of the coupling bracket at a 
position corresponding to a connecting region between the top plate and the rear plate. 

1 3. For Claim 7, '01 3 teaches the assembly as set forth in claim 1 , further comprising 
an extension (214) provided at the front surface of the coupling bracket to allow the 
coupling bracket to come into close contact with the rear plate. 
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14. For Claim 8, '013 teaches the assembly as set forth in claim 1 , further comprising 
at least one strength-reinforcement element (215, 225) for the rear-side handle. 

1 5. For Claim 9, '01 3 teaches the assembly as set forth in claim 8, wherein the 
strength-reinforcement element (215, 225) is a triangular rib connected at one side end 
to a rear surface of the coupling bracket and at a lower end to an upper surface of the 
rear-side handle. 

1 6. For Claim 1 1 , '01 3 teaches the assembly as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the rear- 
side handle has a bent holding portion (212a) extending downward from a distal end 
thereof. 

17. For Claim 13, '013 teaches a carrying handle assembly of a drum type washing 
machine comprising: a coupling bracket (Fig. 5: 210, 220) including a first coupling 
portion (221 ) coupled to a top plate (50), that forms an upper surface of a machine 
body, and having a first through-hole (221a) formed at a flat plane portion thereof, and a 
second coupling portion (21 1 ) integrally extending downward from a lower end of the 
first coupling portion to be coupled to a rear plate (40), that forms a rear surface of the 
body, and having a second through-hole (21 la, not labeled. Page 1 1 , Line 22) formed 
at a flat plane portion thereof; and a rear-side handle (212, 222) provided on the 
coupling bracket at a connecting region between the first and second coupling portions 
for convenient carrying of the body. 

18. For Claim 14, '013 teaches the assembly as set forth in claim 13, further 
comprising positioners (223, 216) provided at a front surface of the coupling bracket to 
determine a coupling position of the coupling bracket. 
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19. For Claim 15, '013 teaches the assembly as set forth in claim 13, wherein the 
positioners include: one or more positioning hole (53, 52) formed at the top plate; one or 
more positioning protrusion (223) provided at a front surface of the first coupling portion 
to correspond to the positioning holes (53, 52); and a gap insertion protrusion (222a) 
provided at the front surface of the coupling bracket at a position corresponding to a 
connecting region between the top plate and the rear plate. 

20. For Claim 16, '013 teaches the assembly as set forth in claim 13, further 
comprising an extension (214) provided at the second coupling portion of the coupling 
bracket to allow the second coupling portion to come into close contact with the rear 
plate. 

21 . For Claim 17, '013 teaches the assembly as set forth in claim 13, further 
comprising at least one strength-reinforcement element (215, 225) for the rear-side 
handle. 

22. For Claim 1 8, '01 3 teaches the assembly as set forth in claim 1 7, wherein the 
strength-reinforcement element (215, 225) is a triangular rib connected at one side end 
to a rear surface of the coupling bracket and at a lower end to an upper surface of the 

rear-side handle. 

23. For Claim 20, '01 3 teaches the assembly as set forth in claim 1 3, wherein the 
rear-side handle has a bent holding portion (212a) extending downward from a distal 
end thereof. 

24. For Claim 22, '01 3 teaches a carrying handle assembly of a drum type washing 
machine comprising: a coupling bracket (210, 220) including a first coupling portion 
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(221 ) coupled to a top plate (50), that forms an upper surface of a machine body, and 
having a first through-hole (221a) formed at a flat plane portion thereof, and a second 
coupling portion (21 1) integrally extending downward from a lower end of the first 
coupling portion to be coupled to a rear plate (40), that forms a rear surface of the body, 
and having a second through-hole (211a, not labeled, Page 1 1 , Line 22) formed at a flat 
plane portion thereof; a rear-side handle (212, 222) provided at the coupling bracket for 
convenient carrying of the body; positioners (223, 216) including one or more 
positioning protrusions (223) provided at a front surface of the first coupling portion 
(221) and a gap insertion protrusion (222a) provided at a front surface of the coupling 
bracket at a position corresponding to a connecting region between the top plate and 
the rear plate, the positioners providing a coupling position of the coupling bracket; and 
at least one strength-reinforcement (215, 225) connected at one end to a rear surface of 
the coupling bracket and at the other end to an upper surface of the rear-side handle to 
reinforce a strength of the rear-side handle. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

25. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

26. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 
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1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

27. Claims 1 0, 1 2, 1 9 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over WO2004/025013 herein referred to as '013 as applied to Claims 1, 
1 1 , 1 3 and 20 above, and further in view of VanHorn et al. (US 5,736,726) herein 
referred to as '726. 

28. For Claims 1 0, 1 2, 1 9 and 21 , '01 3 teaches all the elements of the assembly 
except the handle having a plurality of finger contact recesses formed in the lower 
surface. '726 teaches the use of finger contact recesses (Fig. 1 : 1 51 ) in order to be 
more easily gripped. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to apply the finger contact recesses of '726 to the 
assembly of '01 3 in order to allow for the assembly to be more easily gripped during 
assembly or transport of the washing machine. 

Response to Arguments 

29. Applicant's arguments filed 10/14/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

30. In response to Applicant's arguments regarding Claims 1,13 and 22 that '01 3 
does not mention that the 212 and 222 are "suitable for carrying of the body", a 
recitation of the intended use of the claimed invention must result in a structural 
difference between the claimed invention and the prior art in order to patentably 
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distinguish tlie claimed invention from the prior art. If the prior art structure is capable of 
performing the intended use, then it meets the claim. 

31 . Regarding Claims 1,13 and 22, Applicant further argues that '01 3 does not teach 
wherein 210 and 220 are integral, however it has been held that "integral" is not 
necessarily restricted to a one-piece article. In re Kohno (CCPA) 157 USPQ 275. As a 
result, due to the interconnection of members 210 and 220, they are considered to be 
"integral". 

32. Further, Applicant argues that if member 210 and 220 were formed integrally, 
they would not longer be able to function as a hinge. This argument will be addressed 
as though Applicant intends to argue that the members, if formed as a single piece, 
would not longer be able to function as a hinge. These members would be capable of 
acting as a hinge if formed as a single piece due to the well known "living hinge", in 
which two members formed as a single piece (such as with plastic) are capable of 
moving with relation to one another due to a thinned region between the two pieces. 

Conclusion 

33. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey O'Brien whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3655. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00am- 
5:30pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Victor Batson can be reached on 571-272-6987. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Victor Batson/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3677 

/JO/ 
JO 



